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COMMENT 


Derailing 
the gravy 
train... 


T ill It Drmllf 

I* I (iK |»»i* on Hip ni*M»f 

L A* llM/irtto*l% (/# MVJ* 

• * »«| vi )m 1 1 * i* till jk*IIH* * 
i»*»l MP*' bit! 

Uh «l (. (iivi'i MMMMtf t’iw Mllvi 

Ab lit* * <»til)ll*in i **/v**i 
mull) trillion pound rtt'Hi ii 
t * * 1 u* (bin prog* *»Mim* If* * 
itthi tu fct * i * i « - , )**< ni 
|/«ri i‘i miH'ttl i.nty l* »* |*r lm* 

Million* of pound* muy Ik 
*IIV< *J A ml In lilt- » *»e»f of 

« ><<■« 1 1 1 ) V<- |<II V I »j|f » I»M Ik 

m i oMipl)*fit -*1 with mo 
|M I I < 1*1 1 l>l* l|ll|Htt • *»ll *n vji *•* 
III * *#111 * 5 * II dllinlllllt l Iti’V*' 
ImIu'II nil »’• ofMMnl* • » Wild l«t 
|r» oinpl «»il< It it l*»MF **<>••» <lti» 
inovn, lull be I l«*l l*» • * llimi 

ni*v«‘i Kot v»’wi i. Hit* 

III Wb|>)l|K l ItJH ll»fe.)lll|'lll« «1 lit* 

I ill lot Will* It MlllfW* mil Id I Ml 
iif ll» lit In lii town hull* «» ion* 
Ihntn’H |o fl h Hull ov. n pity it Mil 
jM'iiftlon ili’itln 

/ km hllnnl H im Ifo WO l «l h i 
olloh o**M /Vow bn nl 

(/ov*'i nm< tti iiiiiiHit'i i f»*)i ■ 

Ml* l .i It I'li Ii Ion. liM<. Invom »•«! 

I lit< *muo In tit 

III' (lit* it I ft* I lllt’fll Ifb'd tlx ll III' 

null of (In' ** iiiulfll, fh* 
pt*i i (t|il0KM ln< i « «**** 
i oiiUiM’l v it WO i i1i*d f*i IIiom on 
nil ('inly liiiyi 1 mnlni !•'* 
i i‘um i||» •' t* of p* i t«n ritMiM <■, 

Ol III** IIU'MKM' iiimoiimI mo*! 

Hi lion*' pity bn* i l** n, 

1 1 nf t«i 1 1 inn( fly, !'>**• * rouiif y 
t on i ii ll lol * nl I II nt'i'io Mol lo 
hitv** Inlii'M i l*«* lilnl WIill* 

in 0*1 pt-oplr'* pit y Ini* 

In i ii fi o/t n, Hi* pilW' l fnl 
i llipn of r|t'i li'il in<‘iiili<'i n III 
Ifni uliliifl In Mpnltltf Hn own 
itlliivynf |i *** l»y nlinonf it third 
•*ni ii li»*i«n*lilvMv “Mil u i I’t'fl I* 

ijulfn iiIiim It Ini* If I In* 

(rtwt'i nnit iif i mi nlno i n* Ii 
i nun* lltot *’ **** I'mu’it, Hi*' 
litupuyni will Inn It ll «*v«o y 
piiunil Ml lln-wny, 



TIP-OFFS. 
COMPLAINTS 

II ll I t hn it ynui / //?/ nv Mb/ W<1 VVWf/ 
ynut Llnty Ilf i nll<\ nib I iIqUiIIq nf 
ttynttl In ynui • nmniuulty 

llontW I nu i ftyb/ftaW nl 
or h'tf *«M» lit /ilHth** 

(UfOV I/I tr,u ni OlWi'lhu inn 
It y * hi ht$VP n ifiiuiy nt i nmiilalrti 
nhntJl m Hint Ini t niilnnl, n tnnll 
o. 9 mi (it /il/n/m /hn 

n, nun on Ql Mi *tw \t:\ 

I nt nllm ta w c<ii>or i unlni h, 
ini itnffnQ m lumti'Jntj mnt hnW /"V ,r " 
i laliVQtfv l^ n I Win! nil I f Z 

Ihn i»t/H*t /< i if ll illoil ini I by NnWIuji ll 1 1 
I V nu nib I !t< lib Inf mu inn! nf f n till it nl 
frvln’% julvntn llllnti , I Uinu/f i nit(1 
1 /nvnOlinnnt II ttl{jHlfb nnl <>nnm ntv 

htnuyhl in mu ntwiltw, wn \ mini t 
Hint It (until/ Illy mill, w/\w\ 

HI if ih y tnnln p/bilnul^n I hn I * lb I 
tu/ >/ huI < thn I*t 0 v ? ( nm/ilnlnh i 
I .miiftflf)nl(H1 I n,tn nf I 'mi lit & Ini 
• tm 111 . IniJ mi In WWW |Mi«i oru uh 
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By JON AUMI 

|/*b mizUn'M tf'i*. >Off 

ONY MmJI ho* /i 

vlblon lor HnjIMon, 
Th<* ilrolfcfhf tolklnt* 
HuftiUSon (/Oum*'II 
l< ruli'i )• r ii-'u ohodt hi* o*pi 
i iiffoM* bn fin iflnf* I* f mu f fh*’ 
* luiUnot**’* Hi* ‘ oim* il In* *** In 

Hn* uomlns y<*m, 

'l*;p til in* l)*f mt flu •'* l>H{ 
pH tip* - 1*1 pro** lot > i n**w bnJiJIb 

» » nl/* mi VVl<:kr**f*l, f*» *J*'MioJi‘tli 
tli* jioforlom l(/iy;i) f>;iirl lov/ui 
lil*>* I- In l,uJn*l*ni mul fiiujIJy )*/ 
< I* ,i» III! *l)t;lf I* ft; jll*’Kul I r ;vv 

H|i»r *llo*, 

i/Ii Hull w*tf- i <•* *'nf)y * l‘ » f**d 
iinoopni'.ufl loi !i **'*:on*i f « i m ;•* 
I* nf)* r (jf Hit’ ruling f **»>*< rV«l)V<* 
oiip on Uu * nun* )!, Jifti i l»o)tl 
Int; I') 1 - Wi* Hoi *1 Noi Hi :.* ,i I In III*’ 
Mny * )<•« lloiut wlfli u 2/i07 rnfi)*>i 

ity. 

1 1* in * I* ,u ithouf wliuf ||*' WMIll* 
I** in hii*v* If* *n|*l;iiii* il "In :i 
uni' lu ll, Iti*' Ivy won!*; ni <• * I* ■mi, 


Back in p tower 
- Tony Ball oetebrates 
hi^ re-afection as a councillor 
Picture: PAUL WATSON 
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Traveller sites to be cleared at last 
A new heath centre for Wickford 

Royal Court towers demolished 
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Herd hut Mr Hull liopoo 
plenty of now projoctn will com© 
to fruition In tho noxt yonr 


j/i *-<’ m, ftjjft* anil valiu; for rnontjy, 
That 1*; whuf flu* r*;H)*J*rrtf* want " 
A* n W)*:kfor*l councHlor, one 
priority wa* always nolo# to bu 
Improving Him f*rwn rontru, fol- 
lowlrn; tho r;oJJ;*p*« of t,h*j 

m:iHt*irpl:tn which 
wild s Mpp**<M)*l to lircath*’ new life 
info th*.j ar*«ii 

Thu anihitious manturplan 
promisurl 700 ovw home*, a 
rovumporl swlmmlny, pool an*i 
now huallh ccnlru In flic Market 
l(oa*l area, 

Mr Hall *al*l; "I was very <ll»ap 
point*;*! w# *^*ul*J not manak** to 
secure u deal on Wlrkford'S 
regeneration, hui H was d***;lded, 
Joint ly, we would withdraw, a* we 
couhln't come to an agreement 
wilt) I he bidder, 

"If 1* a abame we won't y,u\ a 
comprijlienslv*! dirvelopnmiit." 

IiiHtnud, he nu Id the council 
was wor klnn will) N I IS South 
West Kssex lo, al least, ensure the 
new health centre nets bull). 

Ho added; "I very much hope 
work will star! Ibis year, There 
will also be High Street pavement 
Improvements, 


£ I’d like to think 
ii we’ll clear Dale 
Farm and 
Hovefields within 
the next 12 months, 
with people leaving 
voluntarily, but I am 
not pinning my 
hopes on that 


nf \ 


Things will still happen, hut 
not In the comprehensive way we 
would have liked We now have to 
talk to people separately, when 
under the comprehensive 
scheme, it would have all been 
done together," 

A I horny Issue of illegal trav- 
ellers' sites at Cray* Hill and at 
Hovefields, Wickford, has 
plagued successive council 
regimes for years, hut Mr Ball 
said he remained hopeful trav- 
ellers would leave of their own 
accord, rather than having to be 
evicted. 

He added; "I'd like to think 
we'll clear Male farm and 
Hovefields within the next 12 
months, with people leaving vol- 
untarily, but I am not pinning my 
hopes on that, 

"It's disappointing this just 
keeps dragging on and on, 
because those two sites need to be 
returned to the green belt/' 

The* Jtoyal Court tower blocks 

blighted by vandalsim and anti- 
social behaviour are also high 
on the council leader’s action 
list. 

Thu blocks could be demol- 
ished by the autumn, Mr Ball 
promised. Work on new replace- 
ment homos on a nearby site 
wore now well under way, he said, 
offering residents the prospect of 
a move Ibis year. 

He said; "Residents have been 
very supportive and we are look- 
ing forward to unveiling the new 
homes and blowing up the old 
lower blocks!" 

Other projects headed for com- 
pletion on Mr Ball’s watch in 
Basildon Include the EUGmillton 
sports village in Gloucester Park 


rwrxt April and new home# on the 
former Fryerns School site. He 
also wants to see the town flrmly 
established in the eyes of nation- 
al businesses as somewhere to 
trade and create Jobs. 

Council tax would remain low, 
he pledged, helped by efficiency 

^ Scrapping 
housing 

targets would lift 
a blight on the 
district 

savings from sharing offices with 
other public bodies, and improved 
recycling rates. 

He said; "We want to work with 
other public agencies to get effi- 
ciencies on services. Why does 
each public body have its own 
building with all those overheads? 

"Why can’t they pool their 
resources to one building, but still 
deliver the same or a better serv- 
ice for less money? No one should 
lie precious about their own serv- 
ices." - 

Mr Ball is also keen to establish 
a base at Pitsea Leisure Centre for 
the Basildon Arts Collective, to 
reduce crime and the fear of 
crime. 

And he wants lo make sure 
Prime Minister David Cameron 
holds to his promise to scrap con- 
troversial national house-building 
targets, which currently threaten 
local green belt sites. 

Mr Ball said; "Scrapping hous- 
ing targets would lift a blight on 
the district/' 
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